
 
"Dead Poets Society" Viewing Worksheet 

 
The movie will be shown in segments for several days.  As you watch, make notes.  Between class sessions, work 
on your Biblical responses.  PLEASE THINK!  Be as THOROUGH as possible.  Write out references and verses 
in full.  Your completed paper is worth 100 points.  Due date will be determined. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The setting is Welton Academy, a very traditional prep school for boys only, in 1959.  The main 
characters are: 

 John Keating—the new poetry teacher 
 Mr. Nolan—the headmaster 
 Neal Perry—whose father decides everything for him 
 Todd Anderson—the quiet and sensitive one, unsure of himself 
 Cameron—the red-headed traditionalist 
 Charley Dalton— later called “Nuwanda”, who dares to do anything, 
 Steven Meeks—wearing glasses, who follows the crowd 
 Knox Overstreet—in love with Chris the blonde cheerleader 
 Pitts—the tall one 

 
1) Using the list of aspects of culture, analyze in detail the culture of the boys listed, CONTRASTED with the 

culture of Welton Academy. 
(Aspects of culture: language, habits, ideas, beliefs, customs, social organizations, values) 
a) Then, from a Christian perspective, what is GOOD about the group's culture?  Give specific examples, 

using specific Scriptures. 
b) What does Christ need to CHANGE in the group's culture?  Give several specific examples, using 

specific Scriptures as your basis. 
 
 
2) John Keating is a non-traditional teacher at Welton.  Why is he so effective with his students?  Give five (5) 

specific examples. 
a) What do you see that is Biblical in Keating's approach and style?  Give several specific examples, using 

specific Scriptures. 
b) What do you see that is not Biblical in his approach and style?  Give several specific examples, using 

specific Scriptures. 
 
 
3) Keating advises, "'Carpe Diem'--Seize the Day!"  What does the Bible say about that philosophy?  Give 

specific Scriptures as your basis. 
 
 
4) Colossians 3:20-21 says, "Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  Fathers, do 

not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged."  As you consider what happens between Neal 
Perry and his father, are either or both of them Biblically correct in any way? Why or why not?  Explain your 
view in specific detail, using additional Biblical support. 

 
 If you were Neal Perry, what would you have done? 

 
 
5) Keating:  "I thought the idea of education was to learn to think for yourself."  Nolan:  "At these boys' age?  

Not on your life!"  What does the Bible have to say about those two views?  Use specific Scriptures. 
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